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GENERAL MATTERS


Hello Everyone,





In these days of government cuts, we are all being affected in one way or another. In some cases, as  with the closure of our police station enquiry desk, the outcome was not entirely unexpected. Others have come as something as a surprise as has been the case for the Neighbourhood Watch, nationally.





On joining Chudleigh Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) you will have received a small welcome pack containing various Home Office information booklets and your NHW stickers all of which has been provided free of charge to co-ordinators like myself by the Home Office. However, the Home Office have withdrawn the  facility and is no longer even supplying NHW stickers.





A couple of years ago I was able to obtain 500 copies of, ‘Feeling Happy Feeling Safe, a Safety Guide for Young Children’ from the Home Office, thus providing a free copy for every child in the school. At that time I also took the opportunity to order up considerable stocks of crime prevention literature and NHW stickers and in consequence I still have adequate stocks for the benefit of Chudleigh Neighbourhood Watch members. However, these stocks are limited and being left without a supplier has been an increasing worry, as it will have been, no doubt, to other NHW co-ordinators.





Nationally, agreement has now been reached with Towergate Insurance to provide NHW stickers to co-ordinators such as myself ... and at no cost. Consequently I am pleased to be able to say that membership of our neighbourhood watch will continue to cost you nothing. Also, as a NHW member, Towergate is offering you 15% discount on house contents insurance and you can find out more about this over the page. (I should point out that other companies often offer  discounts of varying amounts to NHW members).





Best Wishes, John Hallett, Co-ordinator, Chudleigh Neighbourhood Watch.








REPORT FROM PCSO Mark EASTON, Chudleigh & Teign Valley Police





In a 12 month period, 250 number plates have been stolen in certain parts of the UK. It would appear that soaring petrol prices are to blame. Police have revealed that 55 of the 250 stolen plates have been used by criminals attaching them to cars, driving to a petrol station, filling up and leaving without paying. Motorists are urged to protect themselves against the scam by making sure their number plates are secure, standard plates can easily be replaced with more secure plates or fixings which are harder for the thief to remove.


Stolen plates are often fitted on to other vehicles to conceal the identity of the driver when they are used to commit crime such as speeding fines, parking tickets and can be used to sell stolen vehicles. It is important to report stolen number plates to police as soon as possible.





Cable theft – thieves regularly put their lives at risk by hacking away live copper cabling to try to cash in on increasing scrap metal prices. While some of them know what they are doing most end up with tragic consequences. Homes are also being stripped of highly prized metal garden ornaments. Criminals are also targeting grave sites for brass memorial plates.





Good news is that these crimes are rare in our area but that does not mean we could be targeted.





There have been 6 crimes reported to the police for the month of August which were: 4 incidents of ASB, 1 burglary and 1 incident of violent crime. The long summer months were quiet for us and officers and staff are settling into their new roles and places of work.





There is a new non- emergency number the public should be aware of which is 101. This will connect you to a call handler in the same way as the old number 08452 777444 which you can still use for another year.





Mark Easton PCSO 30315 Chudleigh.




















ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR





This is a major issue as it encompasses such a wide range of incidents and it is sometimes difficult to know which way to turn for help.











ON CONTACTING THE POLICE





Until 1st September this year, if you wanted to contact the police on a non-emergency matter you probably had to look up the number which was 08452777444 – it took some remembering!





The new Police number  for non-emergency calls is 101 – and all calls are charged at a flat rate of 15p, no matter how long the call takes.





You should dial the police enquiry line .....





To report a crime


For information and advice


To contact a member of your


neighbourhood policing team”





**********************





BUT ... in the case of emergency, the rule remains the same, ‘In emergency dial 999’.





We often hear of extreme cases where the emergency 999 system has been misused.





The following advice is given on the Devon & Cornwall Police official website.





You should dial 999 if ...





Life is threatened


People are injured


Offenders are still nearby


Immediate action is required











�SAVINGS ON�HOUSE CONTENTS  INSURANCE





When you next renew your house contents insurance, mention you are a neighbourhood watch member. Many insurers will give some sort of discount, including one, ‘Towergate’, which we know gives 15%.





In the case of Towergate Insurance, there is a special number for NHW members to use for enquiries. This is 0844 346 3253. Alternatively, the local Towergate insurance office is at 66, Queen Street, Newton Abbot, but don’t forget to say you are a member.





Towergate promise to be up to 5% cheaper than existing insurers providing you have had 3 years continued insurance with no claims.








�





STICKERS, etc


The NHW stickers and, ‘We do not buy or sell at the door’ stickers are free and always available – just ask – telephone 438807.








HALLOWEEN & TRICK or TREAT
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TO CONTACT THE POLICE





CENTRAL SWITCHBOARD (24 HRS)


for NON-URGENT CALLS - 101





IN EMERGENCY DIAL 999








FEELING HAPPY, FEELING SAFE











�











�‘Trick or Treating’ is not something which everyone wishes to take part in and those who do not have every right to have their wishes respected.





As in previous years, I have obtained a supply of these A5 size posters (see on the right) for you to display saying, quite simply and politely, ‘No Trick, No Treat, No Thanks ... Have Fun’. Contact me if you would like one – they are free.





If you or your neighbour are subjected to ‘egg and flour’ treatment then contact the police on 101 ... or if (and only if) the offenders are still in view and a rapid response from the police would catch them then dial 999 immediately. If the offenders are already gone then you should dial 101 as there is no longer the same urgency in reporting it.





A very colourful 32 page A4 size book for children of primary school age dealing with many aspects of child safety through various short stories. If you would like one for your child or grandchild, then call 438807


It’s Free to Members! 








