Report from Chudleigh & Teign Valley Police – October 2011
In a 12 month period, 250 number plates have been stolen in certain parts of the UK. It would appear that soaring petrol prices are to blame. Police have revealed that 55 of the 250 stolen plates have been used by criminals attaching them to cars, driving to a petrol station, filling up and leaving without paying. Motorists are urged to protect themselves against the scam by making sure their number plates are secure, standard plates can easily be replaced with more secure plates or fixings which are harder for the thief to remove.

Stolen plates are often fitted on to other vehicles to conceal the identity of the driver when they are used to commit crime such as speeding fines, parking tickets and can be used to sell stolen vehicles.

It is important to report stolen number plates to police as soon as possible.

Cable theft – thieves regularly put their lives at risk by hacking away live copper cabling to try to cash in on increasing scrap metal prices. While some of them know what they are doing most end up with tragic consequences. Homes are also being stripped of highly prized metal garden ornaments. Criminals are also targeting grave sites for brass memorial plates.
Good news is that these crimes are rare in our area but that does not mean we could be targeted.

There have been 6 crimes reported to the police for the month of August which were: 4 incidents of ASB, 1 burglary and 1 incident of violent crime. The long summer months were quiet for us and officers and staff are settling into their new roles and places of work.

There is a new non- emergency number the public should be aware of which is 101. This will connect you to a call handler in the same way as the old number 08452 777444 which you can still use for another year.
Mark Easton PCSO 30315 Chudleigh.
